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OFSC free services and communications are received by thousands in Oakland and the East Bay. We are
only able to continue doing this with the help of supportive donors like you.
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10:29 AM - Nov 14, 2023, OFD Tweet — Earlier this
morning, crews responded to a vehicle fire just off the
1-580 freeway near the Golf Links exit (98th Ave). The
vehicle fire extended to nearby vegetation and
ultimately burned approx 1/4 acre before crews
stopped forward progress...

3:52 PM - Nov 13, 2023, OFD Tweet — Crews have
this Veegetation fire incident contained & confined to the
vegetation area above HYWY 13 between Holy Names
College on Mountain Blvd to the Joaquin Miller Rd exit.
The small spot fires stretch approximately 1.5 miles...

Thank you, OFD! Roadside fires — like those that occurred recently in Oakland — can
pose a serious threat to residential areas. This serves as a reminder that maintaining
defensible space and reducing fuels loads around homes is crucial to (wild)fire
safety no matter where you're located ... Not only can fires spread, embers can fly a
mile or more and potentially ignite structures far from a main wildfire.

>> OFSC Guide — Defensible Space & Landscaping for Fire Safety


https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/
https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/
https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/donate/
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134239322840/3a2d3004-408e-4186-8343-d0fa60140cd7
https://twitter.com/OaklandFireCA/status/1724494838853423384
https://twitter.com/OaklandFireCA/status/1724213621570281915
https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/ofsc-guide-13-defensible-space-landscaping/

It's the season of feasts and
fallen leaves.

Feed your green bin with plant debris
collected from Zone 0 — the Ember-
Resistant Zone.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Keeping the area closest to buildings,
structures, and decks clear of
combustibles helps prevent embers from
igniting materials that can spread the fire
to your home.
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NEED SOME HELP WITH THAT?

Looking for a service provider that is knowledgable about fire-safe vegetation
management, tree care, etc.? OFSC has curated a Directory of Firescaping / Veg
Mgmt Services — local landscapers, contractors, and other service providers who
help Oakland residents protect their homes.

CONGRATS, CHIEF!
6R 1LFH +DG WR7BDFHW QG ODNH D & RUUHFWLR

OOPSIE. In our previous newsletter it was mistakenly noted that Chief Covington was
sworn in on October 26, 2023 — that was the day his appointment was announced. He
was officially sworn in on November 13, 2023.


https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/programs/#embers
https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/firescaping-services/
https://oaklandfiresafecouncil.org/firescaping-services/

- Photo credit: Oakland F
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11/30 — FREE RESILIENT WORKPLACE WEBINAR
Be a Disaster Resistant Business webinar targeting CA
small businesses and non-profits. English & Spanish.
Thursday, Nov. 30, 2023 / 10:00-11:30am DETAILS

12/5 & 12/6 — FIRESCAPING QUALIFICATION TRAINING
Online. December 5th & 6th. Course based on ReScape's 8
Principles for Regenerative Landscapes and establishes a more
sustainable long-term approach to managing fire hazards beyond
current vegetation management practices. DETAILS


https://www.drbtoolkit.org/2023webinars/
https://rescape.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=542&Itemid=149&year=2023&month=12&day=05&title=rescape-firescaping-qualification-training-fqt-online&uid=b538cfde8ec777ce1f7f289d6e0278f5&catids=25

WEEDS & WILDFIRES

"Weeds can be ignited directly by flames, or
by embers and sparks landing nearby. A
mower hitting a rock or sparks from a power
tool can easily ignite dry grasses around your
property... ground fuels such as weeds serve
as kindling to spread the fire to larger fuels
nearby such as fences, decks, and shrubs.
Therefore, removing weeds from vulnerable
locations... is a very effective way to prevent

Figure 1. Mustard and other annual plants ignitions around homes and communities,
dry out at the beginning of the summer, and reduce potential fire paths It's easier to
creating fuel that could quickly burn during remove weeds while they are still green.
a fire. Photo by Luca Carmignani, UCCE. ARTICLE

Wildfires Threaten More Homes and People in the U.S. Than
Ever Before — The number of homes located within the
perimeters of wildfires has doubled since the 1990s. A
surprising ecosystem is responsible for the risk. "Do you
feel more at risk when your home is in forested landscape?
Looking at the data, fires is grasslands and shrub lands, are
more of a threat." ~Yana Valachovic. ARTICLE
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https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=57728
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=57728
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=57728
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/wildfires-threaten-more-homes-and-people-in-the-u-s-than-ever-before/
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