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CONGRATULATIONS #6!!

Oakland’s SIXTH Firewise USA® Recognized Site is
Redwood Ridge Neighborhood Organization (RRNO)
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Regional Park is literally our backyard, and

many of our residents have lost their fire insurance in the last
few years.

RRNO has had neighborhood picnics since the 1950s and a robust history of
emergency response preparedness. Last summer, our Emergency Response
Coordinator invited Firewise Lead Joelle Fraser of the Oakland Firesafe Council to
present the Firewise USA® program and a small group of us volunteered to work on
becoming a Firewise recognized neighborhood.

As team lead, | committed to helping our
small but mighty committee spend most
of our time in action, not in meetings.
One member developed a spreadsheet
to track time and money spent on
Firewise related activities to meet the
requirements and consolidated the
individual assessment data. The two
other team members..."
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The NFPA Firewise USA® recognition program was designed to help residents learn
about wildfire risks and provide a self-directed, collaborative framework for neighbors
to work together to reduce these risks by engaging in fuel reduction and home
hardening activities. OFSC can help your neighborhood group with the process:

>> Review OFSC Guide Firewise USA®

PULL UP A CHAIR, WEDNESDAY EVENING 2/19

We're excited to welcome neighbors from RRNO (see above) who will take

a moment to share their experience with becoming Firewise USA®
Recognized. We'll also be trying out an altered format to our meeting. See
AGENDA

OFSC MEETING (ONLINE)
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2025
7:00-8:30pm

Meeting Link HERE
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FOLLOW-UP TO TOPICS OF CONCERN IN OUR JANUARY MEETING

e Fire Station Closures
- District 4 Fire Station Closure Town Hall with Councilmember
Ramachandran and Fire Chief Covington (1/16/25) Recording
- "Oakland firefighters fear station closures could mean an L.A.-sized
blaze in their future" Article
- Tell your City Councilmember your concerns Take Action

e Insurance
- Wildfire Risk Reduction and Asset Protection (WRAP) Resource Center
from United Policyholders (UP): wildfire preparedness programs, grants,
and resources Alameda County Resources
- UP Senior Program Manager Emily Rogan is scheduled to speak at the
next OFSC meeting on March 19th

e Evacuation
- "A UC Berkeley-led team is using computer simulations to stress-test
the region’s disaster preparedness and creating virtual games to educate
the public about wildfire safety" (Featuring OFSC supporter and meeting
contributor, Louise Comfort) Article
- Park Like Your Life Depends On It OFSC Parking Program
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e "The Oakland Hills Burned Before. LA Fires Have Many Terrified It Will
Happen Again." Featuring David (and Nancy) Kessler of North Hills
Community Association and Elizabeth Stage, OFSC President and other
community members. Article

P We welcome everyone from all communities of Oakland and
@\_ the East Bay to observe, participate and/or get involved.

FEBRUARY FIRE-SMART TIP FOR YOUR YARD

MAINTENANCE — monitoring plant health, removing debris,
pruning to reduce fuel load- is a key principle in firescaping.

And, according to UC Cooperative Extension N
(UCCE) Master Gardeners of Alameda County,
January/February is the time to prune the following:

e Dormant deciduous plants such as flowering
vines, fruit and shade trees, grapes, roses
and hydrangeas.

e Summer-blooming perennial shrubs such as k/

salvias, penstemons, butterfly bush, and

California fuchsia.

See their month-by-month garden calendar

>> Review OFSC Guide Defensible Space & Firescaping

Firescaping Qualification Training (FQT)

» Two-day live online training presented by ReScape
* Tuesday 2/18 and Wednesday 2/19

* 9:00am — 1:30pm

Details & Registration

CDA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

This Emergency Preparedness Guide from the
California Department of Aging (CDA)is
specifically designed to help older adults and
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people with disabilities prepare for emergencies to
PRER L ER O o ensure they stay safe before, during, and after
disasters and other emergency events.

Currently available in English and five threshold
languages: Spanish, Traditional Chinese, Korean,
Vietnamese and Tagalog. VISIT

>> Review OFSC Guide Preparedness for Older Adults

MORE OF NOTE

e Governor Newsom signs executive order to further prepare for future urban
firestorms, stepping up already nation-leading strategies — (2/6/2025) Read

e Wildfire Safety Update from East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD)— What's
being done in the East Bay — (2/6/2025) Read

o Berkeley aims to up wildfire prevention rules after LA fires "Appropriately
named EMBER, for "Effective Measures for Berkeley's Ember Resilience," the
initiative ups required wildfire defense measures in Berkeley's highest risk areas
along the "WUI," or wildland urban interface" Article

e CAL FIRE Webinar: Introducing California Community Wildfire Protection Plans
(CWPP Toolkit). Tuesday / February 18th / 3-4 pm / Online.Details &
Registration

e East Bay Wildfire Coalition of Governments (EBWC) Meeting. Thursday /
February 27th / 9:30-11:30 am / In-person or online. Public agenda and Zoom
link will be posted on February 18th. Meeting materials and more

AND FINALLY

e NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS — Our newsletter is published once a month,
about one week before our third-Wednesday-of-the-month meeting. If you have
something you’d like to announce or share, send along a submission by the first
Monday of the month for consideration. EMAIL:
outreach@oaklandfiresafecouncil.org

o Next month's OFSC meeting is Wednesday, March 19th
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Oakland Firesafe Council (OFSC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
@AKLAND organization dedicated to reducing the risks of wildfire danger to

SIREINFS  people and property through preparedness education, programs
COUNCIL and materials, outreach, advocacy and volunteer opportunities.

CONTACT

OFSC free services and communications are received by thousands in Oakland and
the East Bay. We're only able to continue doing this with the help of donors like you.

SUPPORT

Oakland Firesafe Council is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Donations are tax-deductible.
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