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Oakland Firesafe Council Meeting Minutes 09-15-2015

In attendance:
Dinah Benson

Jerry Kent
Dee Rosario

Sue Piper (by phone)

Michael Kilian

Barbara Goldenberg
Martin Matarrese

Carolyn Burgess

Charlie Michelson (Candidate District 4)

Roger Phelps

Robert Sieben

Gary Sirbu

Stan Weisner

Lin Barron

Meeting called to order 10:07am

1.) Introductions

2.) Minutes — Approval of the 07-07-2018 minutes

3.) Treasurers Report — Michael Kilian reported that we had $17,562.00 on hand. Report moved
and seconded and accepted as presented.

4.) Old Business-

a.

Benchmark Study — Sue Piper gave a brief update that we are trying to find a graduate
intern from UC Berkeley or Mills College to take on the work of the survey and
benchmark effort.

Vegetation Management Plan — Lively discussion reviewing the concerted push at the
July Public Safety Meeting of the City Council Committee to posit ours and the OWLs
displeasure with the lack of specificity, details, and cost forecasting capabilities of or
with the VMP as currently drafted. The Public Safety Committee agreed with us and the
Chair Desley Brooks took action to require staff to ask the consultants to provide the
specificity and she instructed City staff to allocate sufficient funding to allow the
consultants to address the needed details, specificity, and cost estimations. As of our
meeting Sue Piper reported that there had not been any additional funding or requests
of additional funding to ensure this was being done with the Draft VMP. Pressure would
need to be applied to the council and Mayor to ensure these actions were followed
through upon.

Parking in the Hills and Evacuation Routes — Carolyn Burgess gave an update of the
status of the Councils actions as to further the parking restrictions trials in the North
Oakland Hills. There was lively discussion around the need for traffic studies by the
group and that pressure or advocacy would need to be applied to the Council, The







5.)

6.)

7.)

8.)

9.)
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Mayor’s Office, and the Transportation Department to have these access and egress
routes have a traffic study ran on them as part of disaster preparedness.

d. Outreach to other organizations regarding parking in the hills and evacuation as
ongoing outreach and advocacy.

Policy Issues — After a lively discussion around both the issue of the PG&E Wildfire response
planning that includes the potential of shutting of power and then about development in WU/I’s
there was a motion to not take action at this meeting stating favor or opposition to the PG&E
wildfire safety stratagem and then the Chair Benson commented that personally he favors the
stratagem that the OFSC should not interject itself into taking a position against PG&E’s efforts
at reducing the spread of wildfire. It was also requested by the members that Sue Piper draft
language for consideration at our next (October 13“‘) meeting regarding developing and
advocating of policy positions.

a. Robert Sieben gave a 10 minute presentation reviewing PG&E’s recent East Bay Wildfire
Preparedness Presentations and their planned efforts from attending a public meeting
in San Ramon.

Workdays — Volunteers — Acting Chair Ken Benson said that he’d work with Gordon Piper to

publicize and make known upcoming volunteer days and asked the board to reach out to our

partners Friends of Sausal Cree, Friends of Joaquin Miller Park, and Wendy Tokuda to determine

upcoming volunteer day opportunities. i
Claremont Canyon Strategy- Sue Pier presented the concept that selected volunteers from OFSC =
working with the Claremont Conservancy (Ken Benson and Barbara Goldenberg both

volunteered) to provide residents living near the Claremont Hotel volunteer Home and

defensible space inspections. This was discussed and was placed on the October Meeting

Agenda to be further flushed out.

Outreach — Dinah Benson and Sue Piper updated the OFSC members on our ongoing policy and

issues outreach with local office holders, state elected office holders, and with state policy

boards and or state agencies.

Next Meeting — October 13" at the Bensons 11140 Ettrick Street 10am

Meeting adjourned at 12:18pm






