3

V.

For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.

Get Adobe Reader Now!



http://www.adobe.com/go/reader


Oakland Firesa

Oakland Firesafe Council Meeting Minutes of 3-3-18

Members and Guests Present:

Sue Piper

Ken Benson

Dinah Benson

Steve Hanson

Martin Matarrese

Barbara Goldenberg

Nick Vigilante

Dee Rosario

Robert Sieben

Daryel Dunston - Annie Campbell-Washington Staff
Brenda Roberts - City Auditor

Carolyn Burgess

Gordon Piper

Brandon Baranco, Assembly member Tony Thurmond

Meeting called to order at 10am.
Initial Introductions
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Minutes approved with minor edits and or changes.

Treasurer’s Report - The reconciled bank statement balance as of March 3rd
is $16,271. This includes a check for $5,000 from the Claremont Hotel
Properties LP and a payable of $74. As of today, we have committed or
expected donations that can exceed 20,000. We also expect that Argent
Management—subsidiary relationship with SunCal—will work with us on
their Firewise/ Firesafe plan as part of their development consulting to them,
and we may receive from them corporate donation as well.

Insurance for Oakland Firesafe Council with National Insurance Alliance
Group—Directors and Officers, General Liability, Non-auto volunteer
situation—proposal to take on state Workers Comp—Stipend vs. payroll due
to the proposed Benchmark Study—statewide fire inspections, how
organized, performed, done, what is the audit and follow through, how
communicated and managed, how is it funded. No consistency statewide on
this topic—outside of Cal Fire’s SRAs—it is catch as catch can—people live in
intermix and interface, Title 49 private possible owners must maintain our







Oakiand Fire:

Ron Galbraith, USAA, property underwriting for USAA, home consultations, 50%
discount, 10% of losses are to fire, and only 1% to wildfire

Chief Pimlot, CalFire—about homeowners needing take responsibility for their own
property—very interested in Bob’s book and message.

Most destructive wildfires in CA and most outside help, and it can happen to
you.70% of fire fighters doing is what homeowners should do
80% is ember related.

Tony Gossmere Santa Rosa Fire Chief spoke:

Change homeowner behavior:

1. His website focuses on short fixes

2. Book Chapters—website connects them

3. Go to Amazon put a like on his book

4. Photos—getting photos that show stuff that they don’t show on TV-in valley fire—
before and after

Other: Gordon Piper discussed the need to create resource gardens with succulents
and fire resistant gardens, a plan where we want to be in 20 years, encourage people
to get ready for fires that are coming. Less is more is the message re vegetation, dry
creeks, rocks, no plant zone around your houses and garage.

Nick—neighbor asked, any organization or volunteer group come out to house and
tips to make my house more firesafe—our group can do—recommend a donation—
encourage two or three in neighborhood , walk through of 2 or 3 meetings.

Martin—wildlife habitat, and native insects succulent for South Africa not helping
local fauna--- owl packets, certified native habitat—little package—easy to grow,
Martin, Lin—

Brenda—Tora Rocha—butterfly queen at Taste of Spring—resource
Dee Rosario gave quick update on EBRP- met with FEMA get 5.6 million for FEMA
work, assured Mayor Schaaf—do our RTAs next to Oakland, just hired consultant to

managed 120 prescription and smoke management plan.

North Hills Annual Meeting March 22nd, 3 tables at back of room, early entry, and
public safety OFSC presentation on the table, pictures and books







and it was noted that in Contra Costa County—they provide the list of parcel
numbers and the amount, get reimbursed, goes on next year’s tax bill, entity
gets paid immediately—Contra Costa County has a process, Alameda County
doesn’t for liened properties that their District has to clean. Then it was
discussion around potential future performance audits such as Response
time—Brenda mentioned their 911 dispatch response time audit. We
discussed the NFPA standards 7 minutes to save a life—dispatch time and
time to get to someone—old data from LAFCO—as of 2015 Oakland response
time 8.5 minutes, countrywide average 7.5 minutes, only a few below 7
minutes. Watching how long it takes us to staff in this community—elements
from a funded position, to posting, to interview—no slimming of the overall
process. Estimate is that it takes 9 months to do it in Oakland and with Civil
Service, parameters to have it open, posted, and then through the interviews
and hiring. Also Departments and Fire in the past have used open positions
not being filled to balance departmental budgets, as it costs less for overtime
than to fill a position.

Then it was mentioned that there would be another Broom Pull scheduled for Mya
5% and Sue would work with Carol Beck regarding the details. Potential for Kaiser
Elementary School project—Gordon met with OUSD and their contractor DaSilva—
coming in during April—put in an online request to Caltrans, bring in goats for a
week; brought out a crew from Concord to work for a day along Caldecott Lane—
North, South, East and West of Kaiser Elementary School

Ken makes an announcement at Rotary—Community Services Meeting
Home Depot/Lowes—are selling broom—then talk to manager.

Bob Sieben—gave his report on the recent WUI Conference, International
Association of Fire Chiefs in Reno Nevada-

CDs Great Courses—stay on message, don’t energize opposition Motivate not
educate—Participants, CA, CO, Canada, Australia,

Certification courses for Firewise Communities-

NFPA have improved their website—overload and no way of getting people to come
to website. Bring homeowners in gently on inexpensive things they can do
themselves, save the fire suppression people $$.

Easy, cheap things on their own to tempt homeowners; simple language

No photos showing this stuff. 95% is suppression with planes and flames.







property—whether have a formal process. The members voted unanimously
to use stipend and not to use intern as a hired or contracted employee.

. Alotof pressure from our electeds for when do we go back out for another
district and how it would to funded. We’ve been saying—waiting until
Vegetation Management Plan is done—focus on projects—statewide study
will help us learn even more, if we support another district, we will be better
informed and able to suggest what that constructive study. We are getting a
lot of traction about the value of this study and our plan is completed by the
summer, hopefully.

. .UC Berkeley, UC Davis and Mills College for graduate intern, developing the
survey- goal is to begin reaching out to other fire safe councils and districts—
gather information, publish those results. In practice, our system of
inspection is essentially a voluntary compliance system. Issue is voluntary or
mandatory—Discussion then focused on an umpire for the umpire where
rules are tested—CalFire will likely end up ultimately being the umpire to the
umpire as it relates to private property under Title 49, but no compelling
policy that establishes that nor informs that at present. Brenda Roberts
suggested we meet with Elaine Howell—State Auditor—would look at
statewide—very big scope—and she and Daryel recommended a regional
focus to potentially reduce scope of the study. Barbara and Ken—do develop
survey—use this as the template—reach out to other Firesafe Councils to do
the same

. SPUR advocating for a new District as well and the Members discussed that if
we get a Vegetation Management Plan with EIR/CEQA by 2019—we will still
need to manage ours and everyone else’s expectations as to when and what
type of District next time around—need to continue to be advocates and
stewards of the current budget process. Need to figure out what we need,
and go out for right funding for what we need, and staff for those needs.

. Vegetation Management Plan public meeting, group in auditorium—SPUR
sponsored meeting—subscribe to their email-John Bliss ran the meeting--
His consulting firm—6 or 8 places looking at these things could not work on
Oakland, -- Sue to reach to John Bliss to attend our next OFSC Meeting.
Montclair Neighborhood Council likes our campaign/flyers for Park like a
Life Depends on it Lawn signs—reminder to all back into your home
driveways to be ready to go if need be.

. Brenda Roberts—Audit came out in 2013, follow up in 2015, again in 2017
Focused on the 7 findings, all but 3 are cleared as of 2015. This year, parking,
inspections accurate, coordinate billing—still outstanding. OFD chief’s team
is working with Auditor’s office to clear these by end of year. Collection
process is now handled in revenue not by OFD. General discussion followed







Oakland Firesafe

Sue mentioned upcoming road trip to Marin Tuesday by Ken, Dinah, and Sue on
Wildfire Preparedness.

Next Meeting: Saturday, April 28 10 at Benson’s.






